Official Media and Unofficial Memories:

Two Approaches of Dealing with the Dead in Covid-19
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In the pandemic reality, are the deceased regarded as the subaltern? Under this specific circumstance,
the deceased could not be registered, buried and mourned as usual. On the contrary, as a passive
object, the deceased are even purposefully deleted, altered and evaluated. In this sense, the dead in
the epidemic are unable to "speak" for themselves. However, like the subaltern, they can be

represented from the perspective of the other.

Taking the National Day of Mourning in 2020 as a case, this paper uses a multimodal critical
discourse analysis method to compare the contradictions between official media and individual
memories. In this way, individual memories play an important role in deconstructing the mourning
rituals, martyrs’ symbols and community of imagination constructed by official reports. We can see
how the discourse about death is politicized on the day of mourning. In the post-epidemic era,
unfortunate dead souls move between the world of official media and personal memory, without

knowing that the closer they are to power, the less likely they are to die.
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